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TESTIMONY

Philippe Guilavogui from the Tomah people group, was 
born into a Catholic family in 1971. At the time his father 
worked in Koundara- a Catholic dominated area. When 
Philippe reached the higher level of studies he was sent 
to a big city called Nzérékoré and lived with his maternal 
uncle who was a member of the Chekina church. He 
had been going to the same church as the rest of his 
family his entire life, but when Philippe arrived at the 
university, he started taking Bible classes with a ministry 
called (GBEE) and that’s where he got to know Jesus 
better and finally decided to accept Jesus as his Lord 
and Savior. Today he wants to return to the community 
where he was born to preach the Good News!

EXPERIENCE

Philippe Guilavogui has been working as a missionary 
pastor in the past. His goal is to evangelize the people 
and build churches among the Fula Jalon of Guinea. 
Philippe is married to Jeannette Guilavogui and they 
have six children- Marthine, Marie, Esther, Josephine, 
Jury, Fister and Mariame.
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FULA JALON OF GUINEA

The Fula Jalon of Guinea are Engaged yet Unreached. They are part of the Fulani / Fulbe people cluster 
within the Sub-Saharan African affinity bloc. Globally, this group totals 6,367,500 in 6 countries. 

The Fula Jalon are a large people group located in the western African nations of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and 
Senegal. A small population resides in Guinea Bissau. The majority live in Middle Guinea, or the Fouta Djalon 
of Guinea. They speak a Niger-Congo language called Futa Jalo (or Pulaar). 

Along the plateaus of Fouta Djallon, Fulani herders settled over 200 years ago and have since spread 
throughout western Africa. They are semi-nomadic and raise crops as well as livestock. The livelihood of 
the Fula Jalon is primarily based on farming and shepherding. Gathering forest produce, hunting, fishing, and 
trading are also part of their daily lives. Daughters remain with their mothers until they marry. However, as 
soon as a son reaches puberty, he leaves the family compound and lives alone in a nearby compound, 
usually with some cattle. This new compound becomes the home of the son and his future wife. 

The first marriage of a man is usually arranged by the man’s father. Polygyny (the practice of having more 
than one wife) is practiced, up to the Muslim limit of four wives. There is one chief wife, however, who has 
authority over the other wives. Children belong to “age-sets” until they marry. An age-set is grouped at three 
or four year intervals, with every child born in those years belonging to that set. The children in an 
age-set go to school together and may participate in community labor, or may help someone in their set 
with bride-service. Each age-set has a leader, a deputy, and a judge. 

Although Fula Jalon villages are scattered, each village has a central court and a mosque. Houses 
belonging to the settled Fula Jalon are typically round with mud walls and thatched roofs. The nomadic 
Fula Jalon live in open, beehive-shaped huts without walls or verandahs. Each village has a headman who 
handles village affairs and answers to a paramount chief.

The Fula Jalon are almost completely Muslim, faithfully following the teachings of the Koran. They believe 
that Allah is the only God and that Mohammed is his prophet. Islamic schools are also set up for the children 
in some of the villages. Efforts to evangelize these people have resulted in only a very small number of Fula 
Jalon believers. They are very devoted to their Islamic religion and see it as a fulfillment of their needs. To 
win these people to Christ, further prayer is needed for God to open their hearts and eyes to the Truth.


